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Welcome to Waldridge Parish Council’s Annual  

Report 
 

 This report describes the main achievements of  

Waldridge Parish Council during 2016 — 2017 
 

It also gives details about the services / activities provided by the 

Council 
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Over the past 12 months we have organised and held many 

events which will be discussed later in our Annual Report. We 

review these activities on a regular basis and are always looking 

for ways to improve and extend them. If any residents have any 

ideas we are more than happy to listen and see what we can do 

to include them in future events. I am particularly keen to get our 

older residents involved and I am looking for ideas and activities 

that would be of interest and hopefully get them away from 

“Coronation Street” for an hour or so. 

 

The Parish Council would also love to hear from any residents 

that might be able to spare some time, however small, to help out 

with setting up on our fun days or perhaps taking part in one of 

the litter picks in an effort to keep the Parish looking good. Keeping the Parish, especially the flower 

beds, in tip top condition is ongoing as the seasons change and takes quite a lot of work. The bulk of 

the work is carried out by Councillor Geoff Cork, our Caretaker Brian Laidler and a small band of 

volunteers. Their efforts have gained the Parish the highly sort after Northumbria in Bloom ‘Silver Gilt’ 

award, which we are all very proud of. 

 

This year we will trialling a new competition with our neighbouring communities through the Chester le 

Street AAP called “Chester’s Best”. Cllr Geoff Cork has been very instrumental in leading this activity 

and has gained support all over the town If anyone would like to help out at all please get in touch. 

 

You might have also noticed that quite a lot of work has been carried out on the Millennium Green over 

the last few years with tree pruning and general tidying up. With the addition of the goal post and the 

fun ball hoop the area is being used on a regular basis and we hope is a safe environment for children 

to play in and enjoy the facilities. If you have any ideas on how we can grow this area with additional 

facilities, again I ask that you let us know. 

 

Members of the Parish Council feel privileged to live in our area and as volunteers will all strive to do 

our best for our Parish by giving up personal time and energy to help sustain and improve the 

community in which we all live. I would like to thank the members of our Parish Council, our County 

Councillors Katherine Henig and Keith Davidson, Durham Constabulary and Neighbourhood Wardens 

for the time and effort they dedicate throughout the year within our community. I would especially like 

to thank Angela Foster, the Clerk of the Parish and Brian Laidler our Parish Caretaker, for all of the 

unseen hard work throughout the year. We would not be able to survive without their support. 

We hand deliver the clippings quarterly to every household in the Parish, if you would prefer to have 

yours via email, please contact the Clerk or checkout the website for details. I look forward to seeing 

you at events held throughout the year and also at our monthly Parish Meetings, everyone is welcome. 

Overview by Chairman Overview by Chairman Overview by Chairman Overview by Chairman ---- Cllr Howell Davies Cllr Howell Davies Cllr Howell Davies Cllr Howell Davies    

TO CONTACT THE CLERK  

MRS ANGELA FOSTER                            

4 STAINMORE DRIVE, GREAT LUMLEY,          

CHESTER-LE-STREET 

0191 3881417 

waldridge.parish@gmail.com 

Don’t forget you can hire the  

Parish rooms at 1 Poplar Street, Waldridge Village 

There is a large carpeted room,  a kitchen with 

cooker, amenities and toilet facilities £3.00 per hour 

or £5.00 per hour for use of kitchen facilities 
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MRS ANGELA FOSTER                            

4 STAINMORE DRIVE, GREAT LUMLEY,          

Our annual fun day was as usual a huge 

success, there was a bouncy castle, climbing 

wall, tea pot ride and shuggy boats, along with 

our usual favourite the face painter.  We also had 

some unique animals visit us.   
 

The Halloween night was great as once again,  

we probably had more people attend than ever 

before, we did have a problem with the generator 

plunging us all into darkness, but it didn’t 

dampen everyone's enjoyment.  Next year we 

want more pumpkins and dogs. 
 

We did the ‘Beating the Bounds’ walk in June, this was very well attended, the people who joined in 

all enjoyed the walk and the refreshments were very welcome on their return. 
       

We will be holding all these events again this year, watch the board, clippings, Facebook page and 

the website for more details. 
 

We held an event to celebrate the Queen’s 90th birthday.  We lit a beacon and gave medals away 

to all the children.  
 

We were awarded the Local Council Award Scheme, which shows we met the standards set by the 

sector, and put in place the conditions for continued improvement. 

pictured above some ghouls from the Halloween night  on the Millennium Green. 

 

• Worked on the nature trail with 
the rangers, which has improved the 
path, so people can enjoy it without 
getting stuck in the mud  
 

• Part funded the new 12 place 

car park in the Village, this should 

alleviate some of the parking issues. 

• Carried out litter picks around the Parish. 

• We managed to get the welcome sign moved, it 

can now be seen by motorists entering the Parish. 

• Worked on the Millennium Green to improve the 

overgrown trees and shrubs. 

• Improved the Parish Rooms by decorating the 

kitchen area, making it more appealing to visitors. 

• Continued to improve the many flower beds and 

tubs. 

Events and achievements Events and achievements Events and achievements Events and achievements     

What  d
id 

What  d
id 

What  d
id 

What  d
id 

we 
we 
we 
we 

achieve 

achieve 

achieve 

achieve 
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Payments   Receipts  

     

Salaries 12,714.98  Precept & grant 30,638 

Fuel, Water & Tax 975.99  Room hire 642.00 

Planting 6,012.22  Interest/credit 13.09 

Printing, audit, ins, & subs 2,877.78  Donations  3690.00 

Grants award inc Tombola income 588.00  Allotment rent 651.71 

Repairs, sundries & projects 10,109.17  VAT 543.34 

Petty cash  304.20  Funding 0 

Training, publication, website 569.78  Other 1477.95 

Events  3,341.74    

     

     

Balance at 1 April 2016 £46,687.79  

   

Add total income £37,656.09  

   

Less total expenditure £37,493.86  

     

Balance at 31 March 2017 £46,850.02    

This statement represents fairly the financial 

position of the Council at 31 March 2017 and 

reflects its income and expenditure during the 

year  

Several projects in the Parish have been delayed 

during the year.  Money left over will pay for 

these in the coming year. 

Receipts and payment accountReceipts and payment accountReceipts and payment accountReceipts and payment account    

You can contact your Parish Councillor on the telephone number 

listed on page 8, through the website at www.waldridgeparish.co.uk              

or via the Parish Clerk on  0191 3881417- waldridge.parish@gmail.com 

‘Waldridge in Bloom’‘Waldridge in Bloom’‘Waldridge in Bloom’‘Waldridge in Bloom’    

 

We would like to thank everyone who helped and 

contributed to this years in bloom campaign, a lot of 

hard work has gone into maintaining our high 

standard. 

• Waldridge - silver gilt 

• The Allotments -  gold 

• Mr R Howes - front garden gold 

• The Whitehill Pub - silver gilt  

• Waldridge Fells SSSI site - silver gilt 
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Waldridge Parish Council has 9 members at present, see back page for their 

details. We currently have 1 vacancy. We have one Clerk and a 

handyperson and meet 11 times per year.  The Neighbourhood police 

attend our meetings and give a monthly report of all reported activities.  

Katherine Henig and Keith Davidson the Durham County Councillors 

also attend and are very much involved in helping the Parish run smoothly. 
 

All meetings are held in the Parish Rooms, 1 Poplar Street, Waldridge Village at 7.00 pm           

on the second Tuesday of the month (except August).  All members of the public are welcome to 

attend, except where it is notified that a particular item of business is exempt under the Public 

Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 
 

Notice of all meetings can be found on the Parish notice boards and the website one week prior 

to the meeting. 
 

We also hold monthly surgeries, starting at 6.30pm before the Parish meeting commences. If you 

would like to discuss anything or have any concerns, please contact the Clerk to arrange an 

appropriate Councillor to be in attendance. 
 

The Annual Parish Meeting is to be held at 6.00pm, usually before the ordinary meeting, but 

check the website for confirmation of this.  Here the Parish Councillors, County Councillors, 

Neighbourhood Police and Wardens will be in attendance to take your questions.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

• Continue to help residents with their 

queries and concerns.  If you have anything you 

would like to Parish Council to help you with, just 

give us a shout, remember we are an extra voice 

for you 

• Continue to hold the competitions — check out page 7 for more details 

• Expand on the many beds that we have to improve the appearance of our Parish  

• Carry out more litter picks 

• Hold our events which are very well attended, the Funday on 3 September, The Easter on 16 

April and the Halloween on 31 October, we look forward to seeing you there 

Schedule of  meetingsSchedule of  meetingsSchedule of  meetingsSchedule of  meetings    

 

Did you know? 

We have information on 

Local walks, days out, Events 

Bookings for Parish Hall, & 

allotments available in the 

council offices 

 

Did you know ? 

You could win best kept 

garden competition just by 

keeping your garden tidy 

and inviting, see page7 

What’s 
What’s 
What’s 
What’s 

next ?
next ?
next ?
next ?    

What the What the What the What the     

future future future future     

holds?holds?holds?holds? 

You are 

You are 

You are 

You are very 
very 
very 
very welcome 

welcome 

welcome 

welcome to join us

to join us

to join us

to join us    
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The Parish Council received a lot of requests this year through their grant 

awarding policy scheme.  The Council decided to support the following: 
 

Durham County school benevolent fund 

This charity provides coats and shoes for children whose families 

are unable to buy for them. 

     If your charity / non profit making organisation would like to apply for 

next year, contact the Clerk.  They are given out annually at the award 

evening in November. 

Waldridge 

Waldridge 

Waldridge 

Waldridge 

Parish 
Parish 
Parish 
Parish 

Council 
Council 
Council 
Council 

Putting the 

Putting the 

Putting the 

Putting the 

community 

community 

community 

community 

firstfirstfirstfirst    

Awards for our communityAwards for our communityAwards for our communityAwards for our community    

AllotmentsAllotmentsAllotmentsAllotments    
The Waldridge Allotment 

A s s o c i a t i o n  h a v e 

dramatically decreased the 

waiting list. 

You can find the waiting list 

on the website, if you live in 

the Parish and would like 

your name adding to the list, 

you will be given a unique 

number to keep track on 

your position. 

Planning ApplicationsPlanning ApplicationsPlanning ApplicationsPlanning Applications    
The Parish Council discuss and comment on all planning applications at their monthly meeting.  

They have considered and responded to 9 applications in the last year.  Application requests can 

range  from a conservatory to a newbuild. 

 If you would like to find out about any applications in your area, visit the website (under 

meetings) or contact the Clerk. 

Our Facebook group is proving very popular, keep up to 

date with everything that is going on.   We now have the 

clippings via e-mail, as well as delivering to your door 4 

times per year.  If you would like to sign up, please check 

out the website. 

    

Millennium GreenMillennium GreenMillennium GreenMillennium Green    
    
This is a great asset to our community, whilst we hold many 

events on the green, it is also used by residents to walk, rest 

and play.  Why not go and enjoy the green space.    

Having your sayHaving your sayHaving your sayHaving your say    

The Parish have three notice boards one situated at Fenton Close and one at the Parish Rooms, 

and one on the Millennium Green. This is an important means of communicating with the public.  

We are willing to display notices for community groups to advertise your various events and 

fundraising opportunities. Please contact the Clerk if you have something to display.   

Notice BoardsNotice BoardsNotice BoardsNotice Boards    
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In October we held our annual award evening.  We gave awards for all the competitions (below) 

and the grants which we awarded.      

Photograph Photograph Photograph Photograph     
 

The winning entries have been put onto canvas and are both displayed it the 

Parish rooms.  We had two winners from the over 18’s category, Billy 

Atkinson and Deb Meynall They all received Metrocentre vouchers. Start 

taking your photos now for next years competition, especially you younger 

budding photographers.  

You can view all the photos entered on the website and on our Facebook page. 

Best Kept Garden Best Kept Garden Best Kept Garden Best Kept Garden ———— (Jackie Donkin Award) (Jackie Donkin Award) (Jackie Donkin Award) (Jackie Donkin Award)    
    

Once again the areas were split into 4, giving all estates an equal chance of winning. This year it 

was the Deanside estate which won overall. Mr and Mrs Laidler of 41 Warkworth Drive 

received a trophy and £50 of garden centre vouchers. 
 

The other winners were 3 Netherton Close for Waldridge Park, 14 Chester Street for the 

Village, 11 Oakfield for Poppyfields estate and the best front door display went to  17 Rothbury 

Close. They all received their prizes at the award evening held in October. 

 

This year we would like you to nominate either yourself or a neighbour.  

Citizen / neighbour  of  the Citizen / neighbour  of  the Citizen / neighbour  of  the Citizen / neighbour  of  the 
yearyearyearyear    
    
    

We didn’t receive much interest in this award this year, 
which is a shame as there must be loads of people out 
there who deserve this award.   The winners were 
chosen for their commitment to help others in need.  
 
Mr and Mrs Herdman — over 18’s 
 
Unfortunately no under 18’s nominated this year, if you 
know of any children that deserves an award, please do 
let us know. 

 

Paris
h 

Paris
h 

Paris
h 

Paris
h 

Competitio
ns

Competitio
ns

Competitio
ns

Competitio
ns    
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D ON ’ T  FORGET  TO  CHECK  

OUT  OUR  WEBSITE  
www.waldridgeparish.co.ukwww.waldridgeparish.co.ukwww.waldridgeparish.co.ukwww.waldridgeparish.co.uk    

Meet your CouncillorsMeet your CouncillorsMeet your CouncillorsMeet your Councillors    

Many thanks for taking the time to read our Annual Report. The Council is here to serve everyone in 

the area, so if you have any views or ideas to help improve the work of the Parish Council, please let 

us know as we are interested to hear them.  

Suggestions for new projects we could take up in the future are also welcome. 
 

We are also here to represent the views of the residents, so if there are any issues you would like the 

Council to take up on your behalf, please do let us know and we will do our best to help you. 

 

Cllr Kathleen Foster  

20 Fenton Close 

0191 3889221 

Cllr Julie McDonnell  

Waldridge Village 

0191 3883433 

Cllr Judith Baker 

The Meadows 

0191 3871354 

Cllr Geoff Cork (Vice Chair) 

47 Dustan Close 

0191 3889837 

Cllr Chris Moody  

6 Fleetham Close 

0191 3873507  

Cllr Melanie Howie  

15 Falstone Drive  

0191 3883375 

Cllr Howell Davies (chair) 

11 Rothbury Close 

07900827284 

Cllr Glenn Martin 

8 Denwick Close 

078663396698 

Cllr Carol Harris 

Waldridge Village 

0191 3893113 


